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DESCRIBE T H E  PRESkNT A N D  ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN1 PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Athenaeum i s  " the  temple-form example of the  Greek Revival s t y l e  i n  Alexandria ... 
the  order i s  the  simplest  of c lass ica l  orders, the Doric, the t e t r a s t y l e  por t ico  of 
unfluted columns i s  so severe tha t  i t  reminds one more of the l a t e  archaic  temples 
a t  Paesturn near Naples, than of Athens. The stucco, l i k e  t h a t  of the  Lyceum 
(Alexandria Bicentennial Center) i s  scored t o  resemble ashlar .  A t  the Athenaeum, 
however, the many coats of pa in t  have obscured the  masonry e f f e c t .  The i n t e r i o r  
consis ts  of one large well-proportioneti roon with a coved ce i l ing  a s  well a s  two 
small o f f ices  a t  the  rear .  " 1 There a r e  seven 1: ye  double-hung,twelve-paned 
sashes, and the large double entrance door appears t o  have been g r a ~ n e d  dark oak or 
mahogany. This building remains unaltered, preserved i n  i t s  main a r ch i t ec tu ra l  
features.  The ex te r io r  of the  building has been painted and res tored t o  its or iginal  
color in accordance w i t h  the advice of the  preservation expert Henry A. Judd of the  
National Park Service..  Arrangements were made through:an o f f i e i a l  ' o f  the  National 
Varnish and.Lacquer Association t o  h a v e t h e  paint  made u p  t o  t he  spec i f i ca t i ons  
of Mr. Judd. 

There a re  three rooms on the  main f l oo r ,  the la rges t  room is 41 x 29 f e e t ,  t he  other  
rooins a re  18 x 13 f e e t  and 10 x 13 f e e t .  A stairway t o  the  basement i s  i n  the  smaller 
room. There i s  an iron c i r cu l a r  stairway a t  the f ron t  and to  one s i d e  of t he  
entrance. There a re  f i ve  rooms in the basement and an old walled-in bank vau l t  
and two t o i l e t s .  There i s  an  outside entrance a t  the r ea r  of the  basement with 4-5 

I s teps up t o  an enclosed courtyard. There i s  a paved s ide  yard about 8 f e e t  wide 
between the building and the adjacent property. 

A clue t o  the f i ne  workmanship in construction of the building appeared i n  t he  
Alexandria Gazette, April 3,  1852: "The i n t e r i o r  of the  Bank of t he  Old Dominion, 
which i s  now nearly f inished,  will present a very handsome appearance, corresponding 
to i t s  ex te r io r  a rch i tec ture .  The carpenter ' s  work by 8. H. Jenkins - E d  Francis,  
bricklayer." 

The s i t e  i s . p a r t  'Lot  57 in  the  or iginal  plan of the  town a s  drawn by ~ e o r g e  
Washington "A Plan of Alexandria now Belhaven". William Fairfax was the  f i r s t  owner 
of ~ o t  57, the quar ter  block t h a t  includes the northwestcorner of Prince' and Water 
(now Lee) S t ree t s .  Next owner was Robert Adam, t o  whom George William Fairfax,  
heir  of lrlilliain Fairfax,  conveyed i t  on Elovernber 5 ,  1771. 

On August 12, 1786,John Harper " rec i tes"  t h a t  on September 16, 1782, he granted 
t o  Williarii Lyles, J r . ,  a l o t  fronting 40 f e e t  on the  north s ide  of Prince S t r e e t  
and 88 f e e t  on the  west s ide  of Water (Lee) S t r ee t .  Harper re leases  Lyles from a 
s t ipulat ion in the 1782 deed t h a t  Lyles build a two-story brick house t o  extend 
a t  l e a s t  20 f e e t  on Prince Street,and gives permission f o r  Lyles t o  e r e c t  "a 
Frame house of l a rger  dimensions than the  brick house, w i t h  a brick o r  s tone  chimney 
thereto." Alexandria Deed Book B (Hustings Court) p .  364. 

On November 5 ,  1785,i i l l iam Lyles conveyed the  property t o  John Murray % 0behiah 
Bo3;fen of Fairfax County and John Munford of the  City of New York. Alexandria Deed 
Book 0 (Hustings Court) p. 366. 
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SPECIFIC DATES 1851,1852 BUI LDER/AHCtI  ITECT E.  Francis - brick:ayer 
6.H. Jenkins - carpenter 

: j T A l E M E N T  OF  SIGNIFICANCE 

The significance of the Athenaeum i s  primarily tha.t i t  i s  a f i ne  example of Classic 
Revival a rch i tec ture ,  one of only two in the City of Alexandria. The building 
stands today unaltered and i n  a good s t a t e  of preservation due in pa r t  t o  the  f a c t  
t ha t  i t  has had cont!nuous ownershjp ?.nd uses, except  f o r  a few periods.  I t  t ~ a s  
played a s ign i f ican t  ro le  i n  the his tory of P.l.exandria, espec;a;iy as a po r t  c i t y .  

The bank of the  Old Dominion was incorporated in 1851 and immediately s t a r t e d  con- 
s t ruct ion of the building and began transacting business May 8 ,  1852. The Bank was 
the source of capi ta l  and financing of various businesses being s t r a t e g i c a l l y  s i tua ted  
a t  the head of "Captain's Row", a block of 18 thcen tu ry  houses beginning a t  the  
waterfront. 

After the occupation of Alexandria by the U n i o n  forces, the Bank closed on May 10, 
/ 1862. "The shrewdness of i t s  cashier ,  Mil liam Henry Lambert, kept the  bank solvent  

during the war. Men the  Northern troops began t o  invade the  c i t y ,  Lambert 
buried the asse t s  of the  bank in  a hidden grave unt i l  peace was declared.  Thus the  
bank bias able  not only t o  redeem a l l  o f  i t s  circula.tion a f t e r  the  war, b u t  t o  pay 
a dividend to  i t s  stockholders." (Robert G .  Whitton,"Banking i n  Alexandr.ia".) 

A r a p i d  expansion of the port  f a c i l i t i e s  followed the entry  of the Federal ti-oops, 
May 27, 1861. The records s f  the  Tr-:~sury Departnent and the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineors show a massive building program and frenzied a c t i v i t y  along the  dock area and 
Prince S t .  a s  a base of supplies and inaterial f o r  the Army of the  Potomac. The 
Athenaeum was made a par t  of the war a c t i v i t y  a f t e r  the  closing of the  €lank. 
From 1907-25 Leadbeaters & Sons, one of the  o ldes t  of Alexandria f i r ~ n s , u t i l i z e d  
the building in addit ion t o  other nearby warehouses f o r  t h e i r  wholesale drug 
business as shown i n  Alex J .  Wedderburn,Sespuicentennial Souvenir - of Alexandria, 
Va. ,1909. They handled half  of the drugs s o l d % l a s h i n g t o n  and northern - 
counties of Maryland and nearly a l l  of the Virginia trade with a radius of 100 miles. 

In 1925 the  Free Methodist Church of North America used the  building a s  t h e i r  house 
of worship. They %ere the  f i r s t  socie ty  of t h a t  f a i t h  t o  be formed i n  the  region 
of lilaryland-Virginia. 

4rcbit.e~-kurii~ly, the  teqle-form s t r u c t u r e  s erves 2.s an important f o c d  po.int for 
Qe~ac.~ir.ia.'s pres t igious  lower Prioce Street.  Tiins handsom but compact s t r u c t , x e  survives  
a s  a rare emmule of a rch i t ec tu ra l l y  dis t inggished conmercid buildir i :  of t h e  antebellum 
period. 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

W l m  11 
Lot f r o n t i n g  40 f e e t  on t h e  nor th  s i d e  of  Pr ince  S t r e e t  and 88 f e e t  on t h e  
west s i d e  of Lee (formerly lilater) S t r e e t .  
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I \Herbert J.  Sanborn. Trustpp 221 Go-rernor St., Kichnonc?, Va.23219 (804)7S6-31.4& 
*T~N DATE 
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CITY OR TOWN STATE 
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$BSTAE -, HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CEElTIFSCATIORT 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: .. n 

NATIONAL- STATE- LOCAL I 

As the designated State Historic Preservatiorl Officer for the NationalHistoric Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). 1 
hereby nornirlate thts property for i ~c lus ion  in the Nat~onal Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to  the 

criteria and pr&Jree 3at for tpY, ih+pt lonal  Park Service. 
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7 .  Descr ip t ion  ( co r l ' t )  

G:i A u s i i s t  1 7 ,  17835,Jonn ljur~-.dy, Obrdiah P,obwen zrid John f4uniortl conveyed 
i p d r t  of the  l o t  t o  Loiris Ceblois  and Edv;ai-d t;. Thomjson. Alexandria  - 
Cti.6 Lmi .  B. ( i iustirigs Court)  The d?eZ providns t h a t  Deblois a n d  -- - - .. . Ino,::?son can "jo-in any bi i i ldinys which they IT~CIY e r e c t  upcin t h e  prerriises 
t o  the  house e rec t ed  by :lurray, l lur~iord and Bowen, a l s o  ag rees  t o  l a y  
o u t  an a l l e y  4 f e e t  wide beginning on !.izter 60 f e e t  nor th  of P r ince  
exter~ding  :.lest par<:..llel with P r i c e  S t r e e t  40 Fee t ,  f o r  f r e e  arid conunon use!' 

O n  October. 25, 1830, John D .  Reese convlyed t h e  proper ty  t o  J o s i a h  t i .  Davis.  
, . 

Alexanur:~. Deed .. - Book -~ 0 No. 2 f o l i o  13. 

On Ju ly  2 4 ,  1851,Josiali tl. Davis and h i s  \ l ife,  Sarah W. D 3 v i ~  conveyed t o  t h e  Bank o f  
the  Old ?oniinion t h e  co rne r  l o t  of  ground f r o n t i n g  on tile no r th  s i d e  o f  
Pr ince  S t r e e t  and on t h e  west s idt .  of  !.later (now Lee) S t r e e t .  Alexandria  ~ 

Dsed . Book ~ bq32age ~- ~ 610 .. 
O n  Se2 t~ : i j e r  16, 1370,the l o t  and p r o p e r t i e s  were conveyed by t h e  Bank of t h e  
D l d  Dui-linion t o  The C i t i z e n s  !.lat.ional Bank o f  Alexandr ia .  Alexandria  ~ 

Deid Soak ! pa"" ? 3 8 .  
- - 

~ -. -- ~.. -~-.,.--..L- 

On Kay 9 ,  1937,t)ie C i t i z e n s  Xational Bank of  Alexandria  s o l d  t h e  nroDerty 
t o  Clarerlze i .  Leadb-later, Ed1;dard S .  Leadbeater .  A1exzridi.ia ~~ Reed Cook ~ 

SE page 32. -. ~ 

Dri F.nril 25, 1925,Clarence C .  L.c.,adtieater, L i l l i a n  M .  Leadheater  (widow 
O F  Joiin and s o l e  devisne of  John L.ezdbeater) s o l d  t h e  proper ty  
to the  Free i4ethodist Church of North America. Alexandria ~- Deed ~ - Book .-. 82 
page 567. 

~ 

On April 15,  l964, the Free Fle t i~odis t  Church of  i'iorth Aiiierica s o l d  t $ e  
property t o  t h e  Xorthern Vi rg in i a  Fine Ar t s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  an a f f i  1 i a t e  o f  
the  Virginia. I.?i~seun of F-ine Ar t s .  - Alexandria ---..- Deed ~ Book ~ 5 9 9 g a q e  51. 






